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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Miller. 

With regard to claim 1, Miller describes a computer system including: 
A power supply (Figure 2, item 1 1 ); 

A memory storage device (where a memory storage device may be interpreted 
as a hard disk; Figure 2, items 32 - 37) having a plurality of electrical input and output 
terminals (Miller describes an IDE device as an example; column 9, lines 8-11), said 
electrical terminals including a control terminal for receiving control signals which control 
recording and transmission of information into and from said memory device (Miller 
implicitly describes the electrical terminals having a control terminal since he uses an 
IDE device as an example. Wikipedia shows the IDE (also known as ATA) interface 
pinout, providing evidence that control terminals are present, namely pins 23, 25, 37, 
and 38; see table labeled "Parallel ATA pins"). 

An electrical harness for interconnecting said electrical terminals with said 
processor (Miller describes an IDE device as an example (column 4, lines 20 - 23), 
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which is connected using a 40 pin ribbon cable, as evidenced in the Wikipedia reference 
under the section "Parallel ATA Interface."). 

A switch box (where a switch box may be interpreted as a key switch; figure 2, 
item 20; column 6, lines 29 - 33) including one or more manual switches, said switches 
including a control switch interconnected between said control terminal and said 
processor, said control switch having a first position allowing control signals to be 
transmitted from said processor to said memory storage device (where a first position 
may be interpreted as either positions 1, 2 or 3; column 6, lines 29 - 33; column 6, lines 
38 - 50) and a second position for preventing control signals to be transmitted from said 
processor to said memory storage device (where a second position may be interpreted 
as OFF; column 6, lines 29 - 33; column 6, lines 38 - 50). 

Miller implicitly describes a processor since he describes a personal computer 
having a motherboard. Both Do et al. (column 3, lines 20 - 22) and van Rumpt (column 
1 , lines 20 - 26) provide evidence that a processor is included in personal computers 
that contain a motherboard. 

With regard to claim 2, Miller describes the computer system of claim 1, wherein 
said switch box includes a power switch (where a power switch may be interpreted as a 
key switch; Figure 3, items 20, 21) interconnected between said power supply and said 
memory device, said power switch including a first position allowing power to be 
transmitted from said power supply to said memory device (where a first position may 
be interpreted as either positions 1 , 2 or 3; column 6, lines 29 - 33; column 6, lines 38 - 
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50) and a second position preventing power to be transmitted from said power supply to 
said memory device (where a second position may be interpreted as OFF; column 6, 
lines 29 - 33; column 6, lines 38 - 50). 



Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Browne. 

With regard to claim 3, Browne describes a computer system including: 

A processor (where a processor may be interpreted as a central processing unit; 
Figure 6, item 104a); 

A plurality of memory storage devices (where a hard disk drive may be 
interpreted as a memory storage device; Figure 6, items 122, 110a - 110c), said 
memory storage devices having a plurality of electrical input and output terminals 
(Figure 3), said electrical terminals of said memory storage devices including a control 
terminal (Figure 3, pins 23, 25, 37, and 38) for receiving control signals which control 
recording and transmission of information into and from said memory device. 

An electrical harness for interconnecting said electrical terminals with said 
processor (Browne describes an IDE device as an example (column 8, lines 29 - 34), 
which is connected using a 40 pin ribbon cable, as evidenced in the Wikipedia reference 
under the section "Parallel ATA Interface."). 

A switch box including a plurality of manual switches, said switches including a 
plurality of control switches interconnected between said control terminals and said 
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processor, said control switches having a first position (where a first position may be 
interpreted as "OUT"; column 9, lines 8-13) allowing control signals to be transmitted 
from said processor to said memory storage devices and a second position (where a 
second position may be interpreted as "SECURE"; column 9, lines 8-13) for 
preventing control signals to be transmitted from said processor to said memory storage 
device (column 8, lines 17 - 42). 

Browne implicitly discloses the limitation of the computer system having a power 
supply. It is well known in the art that computer systems operate using electrical power, 
and therefore furnishing a means to provide this power through a power supply would 
be apparent to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention by applicant in 
order for the computer system to be operational. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Browne in 

view of Henriquez. 

With regard to claim 4, Browne fails to teach the computer system of claim 3 
having a plurality of power switches interconnected between said power supply and said 
memory storage devices, said power switches a first position allowing power to be 
transmitted from said power supply to said memory devices and a second position 
preventing power to be transmitted from said power supply to said memory devices. 

Henriquez teaches a plurality of power switches interconnected between said 
power supply and said memory storage devices, said power switches a first position 
allowing power to be transmitted from said power supply to said memory devices and a 
second position preventing power to be transmitted from said power supply to said 
memory devices (column 3, lines 14-19; Figure 2, items 221 - 224). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to include the power switches as taught by Henriquez into the 
switch box as taught by Browne for purposes of controlling power to a plurality of 
memory storage devices. This would have been obvious in order to gain the ability to 
"hot swap" the devices as Henriquez teaches in column 3, lines 16 - 19£ 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Spittle whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2467. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Perveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





